
Our story of the week is...    

  

 

  

Each week I am going to suggest a story and some activities that you can do at home 
if you wish to. This weeks story is Dear Zoo by Rod Campbell. If you do not have a 
paper copy there is a link below to share at home. 

  

  

What animal would you like to receive from the zoo, and why?  

 Where would it sleep and what would it eat?  

  

favourite zoo animal 

 

https://northcoteschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/favourite-zoo-animal.pdf


              

  

Communication and Language  

Just like last week one of our focuses is on listening to the sounds around us. It is 
important for young children to be able to listen to the different sounds around them. 
This is an early skill in reading as children need to tune in to different sounds in order 
to learn letter sounds. I have chosen some fun listening games based around animals 
at the zoo for you to try at home. 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills-sound-games-
3/znnsmfr 

 http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/DearZoo/NoisyFarm/index.html 
 https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/preschool/animals/jungle/animaljunglega

me.htm 

  

Mathematics  

In Nursery we focus on recognising numbers and counting objects correctly by 
touching each one as you count. You can do this in many ways at home. 

 On your daily walk have a look at numbers in the environment, for example, on 
busses, car registration plates, signs and as you pass houses.  

 If you are baking at home look at amounts, numbers on scales, talk about how 
many spoonfuls you might need and count them into the mixing bowl. 

 Count around the house, for example, how many stairs? How many teddies? 
How many members of our family are there? How many knives and forks do we 
need? 

 https://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busyday/hideseek/ Can you help George 
find the animals and the numbers? 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills-sound-games-3/znnsmfr
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/eyfs-listening-skills-sound-games-3/znnsmfr
http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/DearZoo/NoisyFarm/index.html
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/preschool/animals/jungle/animaljunglegame.htm
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/preschool/animals/jungle/animaljunglegame.htm
https://pbskids.org/curiousgeorge/busyday/hideseek/


 Sing number songs like five currant buns, five little monkeys or five speckled 
frogs. Encourage your child to represent the numbers on their fingers, or 
maybe to try to write the numerals. https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn 

  

  

Some fun activities to try, linked to the story Dear 

Zoo  

  

Take a look at Chester Zoo's virtual zoo. What animals can you see? Is 
there any that you haven't seen before? I wonder what they like to do all 
day? What do they eat?  

https://www.chesterzoo.org/virtual-zoo-2/ 

  

  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-radio/nursery-rhymes-counting-songs/zn67kmn
https://www.chesterzoo.org/virtual-zoo-2/


    

  

  

 You could make your own zoo animals at home using  paint, crayons or 
pencils. You could even make a mask. 

 You can use card, paper or a paper plate. Or if you  have a printer there 
are some here zoo animal masks  

  

  

  

  

  

Can you make a zoo? 

If your child enjoys building you could make a zoo and make enclosures 
for the animals. You could use Lego, blocks, sticks, boxes ready for the 
recycling bin or any other resources you have in the house. Or if you have 
some old wallpaper you could turn it over and draw one.  

https://northcoteschool.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/zoo-animal-masks2.pdf


        

 

  

  

  



 

  

  

Look at some fantastic Zoos made by our very own Nursery 

children this week! 

  

             



  

Lets get singing and lets get moving! 

There are some fantastic songs about the zoo and zoo animals that you 
can sing at home. Can you sing along and join in with all of the actions? 
Maybe you could wear your animal masks! 

  

  

  

  

  

Andy is on another 
adventure! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tmn8z 

Following on from our nighttime workout Andy is now in the Savannah 
meeting lots of different animals. Andy heads to Africa and meets some 
incredible creatures along the way. He pronks with springbok, prowls 
with lions and swings his trunk with a herd of elephants. Are you going to 
join him? 

  

  

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tmn8z


Some more fun activities on the Dear Zoo website can be found 
here  http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/activities 

  

Some of our Nursery children have been sending me photographs of what 
they have been up to at home. It so nice to see how happy and busy you 

all are! 

         

 

  

 

http://www.dearzooandfriends.com/activities

