
Ensuring a smooth transition into Nursery 
and Reception 

 

Before starting Nursery 
 Families/children are invited to visit Nursery by appointment to have a look around 

and meet the staff. 
 Families/children are invited to an open day in May. It is an opportunity to ask any 

questions and find out more about the Nursery/Northcote Primary School. 
 All families are given a Nursery booklet and information about the curriculum. 
 If a child has attended another setting beforehand the class teacher will contact the 

previous setting for more information. If working as a duel provider staff will meet to 
discuss progress and attainment. 

 Walton Children’s centre visit school with the children who will be joining in 
September.  

 Northcote uniform and photographs are given to local Nurseries to add into their 
role play area so that the children can become familiar with them and become 
excited about their move. 

 Every child is an individual and they are supported as required, for example, with 
additional visits, shorter sessions and providing a booklet containing staff information 
and photographs of the areas within the classroom. 
 

Settling children into Nursery 
 Children enter Nursery in a staggered way to ensure that groups are small and the 

children and staff can build positive relationships. Parents may stay if they wish.  
 There are opportunities as children enter and leave Nursery for family members to 

find out how their child has been that morning/afternoon if they wish to.  
 We operate a key worker system to ensure that positive relationships are built 

between staff and children. 
 

Before starting Reception   
 New families/children are invited to visit reception to have a look around and meet 

the staff. 
 Families/children are invited to an intake meeting in May. It is an opportunity to ask 

any questions and find out more about the Reception class/Northcote Primary 
School. Families are also given the opportunity to sample school meals and to meet 
other key staff at Northcote. 

 All families are given a Reception booklet and information about the curriculum. We 
also include information on the end of year assessment.  

 If a child has attended another setting beforehand the class teacher will contact the 
previous setting for more information.  



 The reception teacher visits local nurseries to visit children in their setting and speak 
to their keyworker. Children/keyworkers are also welcome to visit school to support 
transition.  

 Northcote uniform and photographs are given to local Nurseries to add into their 
role play area so that the children can become familiar with them and become 
excited about their move. 

 Every child is individual and they are supported as required, for example, with 
additional visits, meeting with additional agencies if required and providing a booklet 
containing staff information and photographs of the areas within the classroom. 

 The children who attend the Nursery are already familiar with all of the staff in 
Reception as we have free flow into the Nursery/reception classrooms during 
continuous provision and we share a garden. There is also a comprehensive handover 
from previous teacher in Nursery to the new reception class teacher including SEN 
information, CP information and progress/assessment information.  
 

Settling children into Reception 
 Children enter Reception in September inline with the rest of the school. The sessions 

are initially shorter. The first week children attend until 12pm and in the second 
week children stay in school for lunch and are collected at 1.30pm. This ensures that 
children make a smooth start to their Reception year. 

 There are opportunities as children enter and leave Reception for family members to 
find out how their child has been that morning/afternoon if they wish to.  

 There is also the opportunity for parents to meet with staff during the afternoon to 
share any relevant information or ask questions.  

 

 

 


