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Phase One 

Evidence: Areas of provision / 
Resources / Adult Support/ 

Possible Activities 

Strand One 
Tuning into sounds (auditory 

discrimination) 

Strand Two 
Listening and remembering sounds 
(auditory memory and sequencing) 

Strand Three 
Talking about sounds (developing 

vocabulary and language 
comprehension) 

Aspect 1 
General sound 
discrimination – 
environmental 
sounds 
 
Keyworker 
groups (autumn 
1/Summer 2)  
 
 

- Drum outdoors, listening 
walks, sound stories. 

- Animal lotto games  
- Sound socks- what is inside 

making that sound? 
- What’s that sound inside my 

box? (including animal 
sounds)  

 

To develop children’s listening 
skills and awareness of sounds in 
the environment 
 

- recall sounds they have heard;  
- discriminate between the sounds;  
- describe the sounds they hear.  

 
 
 

Further development of 
vocabulary and children’s 
identification and recollection 
of the difference between 
sounds 
 

- describe what they see;  
- identify the animals and 

imitate the sounds;  
- add new words to their 

vocabulary.  

To make up simple sentences 
and talk in greater detail about 
sounds (summer 2)  
 

- identify different sounds and 
place them in a context;  

- identify similar sounds;  
- make up sentences to talk 

about sounds;  
- join in the activities and take 

turns to participate.  
 

Aspect 2 
General sound 
discrimination – 
instrumental 
sounds 
 
 
Keyworker 
groups (autumn 2 
and repeated in 
Summer 2)  
 

- Barrier games using 
instruments, adjusting 
volumes, story sounds and 
animal sounds.  

- Introducing children to 
musical instruments and the 
sounds that they make 
(autumn 1 and 2)  

To experience and develop 
awareness of sounds made with 
instruments and noise makers 
 

- identify and name the 
instruments being played;  

- listen and respond as the 
instrument is being played. 

To listen to and appreciate the 
difference between sounds 
made with instruments 
 

- are able to remember and 
repeat a rhythm;  

- discriminate and 
reproduce loud and quiet 
sounds; 

- are able to start and stop 
playing at the signal. 

To use a wide vocabulary to 
talk about the sounds 
instruments make. (summer 1&2)  
 

- choose appropriate words to 
describe sounds they hear 
(e.g. loud, fierce, rough, 
squeaky, smooth, bumpy, 
high, low, wobbly);  

(phonics play sound buttons)  
- match sounds to their 

sources; 
- use sounds imaginatively to 

represent a story character; 
- express an opinion about 

what they have heard. 
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Aspect 3 
General sound 
discrimination –  
body percussion 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Keyworker groups (autumn 
2) and whole class input 
action songs, following a 
sound, making our own 
sounds.  

- Making our own sounds with 
our bodies and also making 
our own instruments.   

To develop awareness of sounds 
and rhythms 

- produce contrasts in rhythm, 
speed and loudness;  

- join in with words and actions to 
familiar songs; 

- articulate words clearly;  
- keep in time with the beat; 
- copy the sounds and actions;  
- make up patterns of sounds. 

To distinguish between sounds 
and to remember patterns of 
sound 

- copy a body percussion 
sound or pattern of 
sounds;  

- identify hidden sounds;  
- suggest ideas and create 

new sounds for the story. 

To talk about sounds we make 
with our bodies and what the 
sounds mean 

- use language to make 
different endings to the 
story;  

- use a wide vocabulary to 
talk about the sounds they 
hear; 

- group sounds according to 
different criteria (e.g. loud, 
quiet, slow, fast). 

Aspect 4 
Rhythm and 
rhyme 
 
 
 
 
 
 

- Keyworker groups (Spring 1) 
share a range of stories that 
have rhythm and rhyme, join 
in with Nursery Rhymes, 
rhyming silly soup and 
rhyming bingo. 

- Playing odd one out games 
(rhymes) rhyming bingo. 

To experience and appreciate 
rhythm and rhyme and to develop 
awareness of rhythm and rhyme in 
speech 
 

- understand the pattern of 
syllables in the words presented 
to them; 

- sing or chant the rhyming string 
along with the adult; 

- recognise that the words rhyme; 
- join in with simple or complex 

rhythms;  
- copy the rhythm. 
- keep to the beat.  

To increase awareness of 
words that rhyme and to 
develop knowledge about 
rhyme 
 

- recognise rhyming words;  
- listen and attend to the 

rhyming strings. 

To talk about words that rhyme 
and to produce rhyming words 
(spring 2)  
 

- generate their own rhymes;  
- complete sentences using 

appropriate rhyming words; 
- make a series of words that 

rhyme. 

Aspect 5 
Alliteration 
 
 
 
 
 

- Keyworker groups (Spring 2) 
linked to jolly phonics 
sounds taught in whole class 
teaching. 

- Sorting objects by there 
initial sound.  

 

To develop understanding of 
alliteration 
 

- identify initial sounds of words;  
- reproduce the initial sounds 

clearly and recognisably;  
- make up their own alliterative 

phrases.  

To listen to sounds at the 
beginning of words and hear 
the differences between them 
 

- can recall the list of 
objects beginning with the 
same sound; 

- can offer their own sets of 

To explore how different sounds 
are articulated, and to extend 
understanding of alliteration 
 

- can articulate speech sounds 
clearly;  

- select an extended range of 
words that start with the 
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 objects and ideas to end 
the story; 

- discriminate between the 
sounds and match to the 
objects correctly. 

 

same sound. 

Aspect 6 
Voice sounds 
 
 
 
Spring 1- key 
worker groups.  
 
 

- Listening games  
- Role play- acting out 

characters using different 
voices. (Linked to traditional 
tales.)  

- Recording themselves on the 
ipad and using sound 
buttons.  

To distinguish between the 
differences in vocal sounds, 
including oral blending and 
segmenting 
 

- distinguish between the 
differences in vocal sounds. 

To explore speech sounds 
 

- sustain their listening 
throughout a story;  

- listen for a target word or 
character and respond 
with an appropriate 
associated speech sound;  

- remember the sound 
sequence and produce it 
when required;  

- recognise their own and 
each other’s voices, 
including a recorded voice.  

To talk about the different 
sounds that we can make with 
our voices 
 

- use appropriate vocabulary 
to talk about different voice 
and speech sounds. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Aspect 7 
Oral blending 
and segmenting 
 
 
 
 
 

- Summer 1 and 2- Key 
worker groups. 

- -Initial sounds- linked to jolly 
phonics, sound talk, 
beginning to blend sounds 
into words.  

- Using sound buttons in CVC 
words  

- Whole class teaching and 
differentiated groups.  

To develop oral blending and 
segmenting of sounds in words 
 

- blend phonemes and recognise 
the whole word;  

- say the word and identify the 
object; 

- blend words that begin with the 
same initial phoneme.  

To listen to phonemes within 
words and to remember them 
in the order in which they 
occur 
 

- segment words into 
phonemes. 

 
 

To talk about the different 
phonemes that make up words 
 

- identify the number of 
phonemes that make up a 
given word. 

 
 

 

 


